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unfortunate Aretins, and our sentiments of respect as
well as compassion for them must be accompanied by
the resentment which it is impossible not to feel
against those who have betrayed and abandoned them.
I am very desirous that you and they should know that
I did not lose a moment after I heard of the danger to
which Tuscany was exposed in giving to that country
and to the rest of Southern Italy the support to which
they were so well entitled from His Majesty's Minister
at this Court. I have not ceased to urge the Austrian
Ministers to prevent the invasion of Tuscany, . . . and
afterwards to expel the enemy and enforce their retreat
within the limitations fixed to them by the subsisting
conventions. ... If I have not succeeded, it has not
been for want of application or energy. I believe few
Ministers have spoken plainer truths and held stronger
language. The measures I have taken have not been
without some effect. I have obtained a promise that
Count Cobentzel should make the strongest remon-
strances to the French Government on their flagrant
violation of faith, should insist on the evacuation of
Tuscany, and should not treat for an armistice till this
is effected.*

The disasters that had overwhelmed Austria had
naturally weakened her influence with the smaller
states of the Empire, some of which desired to avert
the ruin impending over them by timely submission to
the conqueror. Angry despatches poured in upon
Lord Minto from his colleagues at various minor courts,